BRITAIN’S
BEST-SELLING
KITCHEN,
BEDROOM ANI
BATHROOM
MAGAZINE

MARCH 2(

AMAZING
real projects

INSIDE right extracto

how to use,_' -
wood in
your home

TAYLISTmedia TR

ll/]S® A’KITCHEN?

!‘ ' ’rh?s_e’rhreerooms,com D|SCOVER HOW -I-O HAVE YOUR

411110

DREAM DESIGN, NO MATTER THE BUDGET



KNOW HOW ¢

KITCHEN

Whetheryou'reabout to have a new design as partof an extension, or you've had the same
cabinetry for decades and it’s time for a refresh — acting editor Georgina Townshend
finds out how to get the process started, no matter your

budget or style >
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| KNOW HOW

Warmed by a cup of tea and an industrial-style fireplace, 1
spoke with co-founders Andy Driscoll and Mike Hill about
the process they go through.

Anyone looking for a kitchen with them will have an initial
phone consultation, to learn more about the technical things
such as budget, ideas and timeframes - a process you will find
most companies undertake in one form or another. The team
will either then visit the homeowners to progress the design
and measure up, or invite them to the workshop. Of course,
unlike a regular showroom, you won’t be able to touch, feel,
and visualise your space - and you can't point to worktops,
appliances or cabinetry vou like the look of. However, this can
be made up for by the fact that Shere Kitchens can work with
tricky-shaped ceilings, create any size of cabinetry, cornice
m:il't‘h. or L‘ﬂ!_"ril\'l_' names on drawers - I'Ifl[hil]lu is iT'J'lI'IfIFHihl('-
Andy and Mike will dedicate hours to the small details
to make these Kitchens perfect. In fact, Mike told me he
wants his clients to be “brutal” in their feedback when going
back and forth with designs — as there’s no point spending
all that money if they aren’t 100% happy. And this is
important advice for any budget or design. I'm pretty blown
away at how these beautitul kitchens come from such humble
origins — and I can see the appeal of being able to watch your

cabinetry being made. [owever, if you are going for a bespoke

kitchen company, or a joiner, with no showroom, [ would
recommend trying to visit or at least talk to homeowners

who have finished a project with the company for reassurance.
['was invited to a home down the road from the workshop

to see a kitchen they had completed two years ago — and

it still looked perfect.

While the process of buying bespoke is fairly similar to
others, the level of detail, options, and customer service you
are presented with sets it apart - but it also makes it that
much pricier. The designers will work with you to overcome
any logistical problems, advise on all parts of the kitchen,
from materials to appliances, and be with you from the
beginning right through to the final fix - and after, too.

Of course, you can still have a similar service and a highly
personalised, unique space by choosing a kitchen company
that offers custom-made (also known as made-to-order)
cabinetry. Often, these retailers will use two to three different
furniture manufacturers and have a range of appliance
partners. You'll find the créme de la créme of these lining
Wigmore Street in London = known by some in the industry
as the epicentre of kitchen design. [ decided to visit one
showroom to see how this differed from my first experience. >
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Haleyon Interiors specialise in luxury minimalist Kitchens,
with the average price of their designs typically being around
the £35,000 mark. Designer Graham Robinson gave me
the tour as if I was a potential client and talked me through
the carly stages of buying a kitchen. It felt very relaxed and
informal, with no pressure or sales pitch whatsoever. This is
probably because he describes the first meeting as more of an
initial chat with you - from finding out how you live and how
you cook to seeing if you like to do a lot of online shopping (so
getlots of carboard) and how big your wine glasses are. Expect
these meetings to last for around two hours. From there, he'll
get designing and invite you back in for a second visit to go
through the plans and start finessing the layout. Graham's top
tip is to take the time to think about what you really want, as
your kitchen is a big investment you will use for years to come,
Thereis no limit on how many alterations to the designs that
can be done or how long it can take. Graham tells me plans can
be signed off in as little as-a couple of weeks - or take as long
as more than a year to finalise, in some extreme cases.

However, you don’t have to trek all the way into central
London to get a similar experience. A few days later I visited
Day True on Wimbledon high street, who describe themselves
as Kitchen, bathroom and home retailers with a difference.
They offer a mix of bespoke and made-to-order furniture,
and take an approach to design that is driven by the belief
that good design has the potential to improve happiness
and wellbeing. Over a coffee [ spoke with co-founder Hayley
Robson, who tells me initial meetings will include discussing
timescales, budget and stages of readiness, while looking at
drawings, clippings, or an iPad full of the homeowner’s ideas.
During this meeting they'll explore some musts and likes and,

just like Halcyon Interiors, discaver more about how you live. >

T
v e

"
Sy

iy ot

o
ot e

52 KITCHENS BEDROOMS & BATHROOMS | MARCH 23




